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Foreword

by
Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Awadi

President of the Islamic Organization of Medical Sciences, Kuwait

This symposium comes at a time when the world is undergoing
turbulent circumstances where right and wrong have been confused.
Differences are not confined to difference in opinion, but have
regrettably reached armed conflict and bloodshed. You will find one
group claiming that the other group is without faith and thinking that
it alone possesses the entire truth and is absolutely right. The other
group will do likewise. Naturally, this way of thinking has come to
reflect on many of life’s scientific and practical aspects. There are
those who think that making scientific progress in the field of human
reproduction is permissible, provided that we do not infringe upon
religious restrictions. They hold this opinion due to their belief that
such progress would serve humankind and help it overcome its pains
and realize its dreams. However, there are others who consider such
progress demonic since it interferes with God’s will, and therefore
believe it ought to be stopped and should not be supported. Others
maintain that scientific research should have absolute freedom so that
it would be able to discover what has been unknown to man ever since
the dawn of life. However, the great conflict between these different
groups may very well be healthy, as it is for the sake of man and his
wellbeing.

Some, however, consider the matter as a form of chaos which
could lead to confusion in bloodlines. They consider it as an assault
on man who is God’s successor on earth, as it makes him the object
of experimentation, and allows the manipulation of his genes and his
genetic qualities. Such a course might lead some people to divide
human kind into two races that do not have equal rights and duties; a
master race and a race of slaves. The race of masters would deserve
life with all its blessings and all its luxuries. The members of this race
would have special qualities in their appearance, color, intelligence,
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courage, and strength; qualities that no other human beings have. All
other human beings would belong to the race of slaves and as such
should have other qualities that are suited to their roles and the duties
with which they will be charged. Is this the target of scientific research
and its future applications? Are we then dealing with a new eugenics
that is headed by the elite of the scientific society in the world? What
will happen next? Some researchers think that the whole matter will
not go beyond exploring the mysteries of human biological processes.
They are confident that politicians are keeping a close eye on their
results.

Due to what was just mentioned it was held necessary to invite
members of the three revealed religions and secularists as well in an
endeavor to find out their opinions and to establish some form of
common ground between all these groups. All religions came from
God to tell human beings that they are all equal and that there is no
difference between nations or races as all human beings are God’s
creatures. God sent his prophets and messengers to guide them and
show them the path of righteousness and to help them attain every-
thing that is conducive to their happiness and wellbeing. He also
forbade them from doing anything that would lead to their harm.

Despite the clarity of the message of the prophets and messengers
of God, humankind starting with Adam has been seduced by Satan
who is always tempting them to disobey God. Man succumbs to this
temptation in search of knowledge or because he imagines due to his
limited knowledge and reason that he could disobey God. Adam was
the first to disobey God and if it were not for his repentance and
God’s forgiveness of his sin, the world would have been full of vice,
tyranny, and corruption. In life both good and evil exist side by side
and each person chooses between them both. Those whom God graced
with his guidance carry the trust which God offered to heaven, earth
and the mountains, but they refused to carry it.

We had to choose the elite among the followers of the three
religions and the secularists to hold a discussion on critical matters
which give rise to debate and to different visions. We chose the topic
of heredity and human reproduction and their ramifications. We have
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held this conference in an atmosphere of love and tolerance in which
each group presented its views regarding each point in an attempt to
clarify difficult issues by using and quoting from holy books, or by
utilizing material evidence. This was done without any bias or
prejudice; each group accepted the opposite point of view with grace
and tolerance and discussed it in order to gain more knowledge and
without any disrespect to any participant.

Specialists in Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, as well as secular-
ists, professors of philosophy and sociology, medical doctors, and
chemists have taken part in this conference. Politicians, historians, and
others have participated as well. Discussants, researchers, and speakers
were all looking for the truth with open minds and hearts. At the end
there was agreement on many points which would lead to the welfare
of man as a human being, regardless of his race, religion, or social
position because most of what was agreed upon was in harmony with
religious laws which came from God who is more merciful towards us
than we are towards our own selves.

The conference has come to an end and everyone is calling for it
to be repeated as it might guide those who determine policies and
decisions, making their decisions and policies agree with religious laws.

Before I end this foreword, I would like to offer my deepest thanks
and gratitude to our fellows in the International Health Organization
and our fellows in the Islamic Organization for Culture, Science, and
Arts who assisted us in the preparation, introduction and contribution
to this conference. We pray to God to accept all our efforts and those
of everyone who contributed to this conference.
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Introduction

by
Dr. Ahmad Rajai Al-Gendy
Assistant Secretary General of the Islamic Organization
for Medical Sciences (IOMS), Kuwait

This International Seminar is a watershed in the history of IOMS.
Since 1978, this organization has not witnessed an event of such
magnitude, bringing together representatives of all the heavenly
religions in addition to secular thinkers. Many organizations that have
recently emerged are all for dialogues and exchange of views. But most
of them focus on political or theological matters. Our present seminar,
however, is characterized by certain distinctive features in terms of
subject matter and the type of participants.

The subject matter is about something serious that emerged in the
second half of the previous century and has been growing by leaps
and bounds ever since. This is genetic engineering that has developed
technologies for reproduction and cloning. The reason for concern is
that such technologies are being applied now on humans.

The problems put forward for discussion are purely scientific, but
the perspective is religious and philosophical. The point of concern is
to gauge the positive and negative impacts these innovations will have
on human beings, societies, and the whole world.

As for the participants, they are highly specialized in the fields of
science, religion, philosophy, ethics, social studies, economics, politics
and even security. This wide range of disciplines reflect the fact that
the problem is no longer confined within the folds of theologians. It
has become the legitimate concern of everybody.

I would go as far as to say that this seminar sends a strong
message to the administrators and decision-makers. It tells them that
serious decisions of war and peace and of matters relating to the well-
being and security of the peoples in this world are not their exclusive
responsibility. They are also the responsibility of scientists, jurists,
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legislators, sociologists and philosophers. They, too, are entitled to
have a strong say in matters that could determine the fate of their
compatriots. History is full of examples that show their effective roles
in victories won in wars against enemies and in peace against diseases
and ailments. The great leaps in economy and social changes are
nothing but science in action.

The atomic bomb is the most eloquent example of what happens
when the products of science are manipulated by politicians. The
atomic energy was originally meant to empower man against poverty,
disease and ignorance. In the hands of politicians, unfortunately, this
energy turned into the most devastating weapon of mass destruction.
When Opennheimer saw the incredibly destructive power of the atomic
bomb he uttered his oft-quoted statement, “Today science has fallen
mto sin.” The folly of politicians in abusing such power is demon-
strated by their decision to drop the two bombs on Heroshima and
Nagazaki after the battles had virtually ground to a halt. So, what
was the wisdom of making those decisions? What was the gain?

Today the world is going through one of the most precarious
phases of its history where wisdom and justice are giving way to the
deafening noise of war planes and guns. Instead of seeking cure for
diseases, laboratories are busy producing microbiological weapons in
the form of mutable microbes that defy any cure and stand capable of
wreaking havoc on man, animal and plant. The arsenals of deadly
weapons are awash with stockpiles of all sorts of bombs: cluster,
atomic, nuclear and nitronic, in addition to God knows what of
unrevealed weapons that can destroy the globe fifteen times over.

On the other hand, famines claim the lives of millions of people in
the third world, in addition to those who die of an assortment of
diseases that could be avoided if there were adequate resoursces. Still,
there are millions of refugees around the world who lack the minimum
of life-sustaining necessities such as drinkable water or a roof to
protect them against the ravages of time and weather. If a fraction of
the huge budgets earmarked for the vicious war machine was to be
allocated to humanitarian programs much of human suffering could
be averted.
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What actually happens, though, is that the fire of war around the
world is never allowed to die down. Whenever one is put out at a hot
spot, another is artificially encouraged to break out at another so that
weapon factories keep turning out bombs, rockets and new death
devices that are tried out on people in those war zones. So, instead of
attempting to alleviate pain and promote welfare through peaceful
policies of co-living, world politics bring about death and suffering to
millions of people. What is worse, when industrial countries want to
dump their poisonous and carcinogenic waste they never do that in
their own countries of course, but go to poor underdeveloped
countries for that purpose as if the people there were worthless.

The present generations are in a desperate plight; for man is
destroying his brethren instead of making life easier for them. We find
reference to this situation in the Quran:

“Corruption has appeared in the land and sea, for that men’s
own hand have earned. (30:41)

We are in dire need of a different world state of affairs where
peace replaces terror, justice replaces oppression and love replaces
hatred and animosity. Were that to happen, humanity would reap the
fruits of scientific progress in an atmosphere of peace and security.
This rosy image is not out of man’s reach, though. It can become a
tangible fact if certain things are realized. Religious leaders, for
instance, should be at the head of humanities march. They should
declare that the whole earth is only a minor part of God’s vast
kingdom and that He bestows it on whoever He wants. Furthermore,
the culture of pushing away the other should never prevail. Through-
out the long march of humanity, there has been no record of any
success achieved by doing that. In all devastating wars, past or
present, there has never been an all-out winner or loser; all stand to
lose and suffer.

The only alternative left for humanity is to co-live in love and
harmony. Islam acknowledges this fact. The true believer, according to
an attested Hadith, “Is he who believes in God, His angles, His Holy
Scriptures, His Messengers and the Hereafter.”
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In the Quran, God (SWT) says about the believers:

“The Messenger believes in what was sent down to him from
his Lord, and the believers; each one believes in God and His
angles and His Books and His Messengers; we make no
division between any one of His Messengers. They say, "We
hear and obey. Our Lord, grant us Thy forgiveness; unto
Thee is the homecoming’ (2:285)

In another verse, God enjoins Muslims to converse rationally with
followers of other heavenly religions:

“Say: ’people of the book! Come now to a word common
between us and you that we serve non but God and that we
associate not aught with Him’” (3:64)

God also commands us to be gentle and kind in our disputes with
others, whether Muslims or non Muslims:

133

and dispute with them in the better way. Surely thy Lord
knows very well those who have gone astray from His way,
and He knows very well those who are guided.” (16:125)

Such are the directives of Islam to its followers and such is its
message to non-Muslims to the effect that they are entitled to the
same rights and bound by the same duties. I trust that the same
attitude is to be found in all other heavenly religions.

We gather today to discuss one of the most serious scientific
innovations, viz., human genetic and reproductive technologies and
their impact on human individuals, families and societies.

These innovations are the outcome of on-going research. Once a
technology emerges and gets published, it is received by a divided
public. There are those who reject it entirely. Others, however, hail it
as a promising means of overcoming some of man’s problems and a
hopeful way to happiness and comfortable life. Both parties come up
with strong arguments. The layman, therefore, feels torn apart between
the two opposing views, especially as such technologies are close to the
concerns of his personal daily life.

Opponents of such technologies argue that they are unethical.
Their evidence is that some clinical experiments were conducted in a
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way that callously violated man’s dignity and ended in heart-breaking
affliction. Other experiments proved to be fraught with designing
errors. The published results of some experiments were found to be
made up.

Eugenics is often dealt with in daily news papers, weekly magazines
and academic periodicals. In the past, it was encouraged by fascist
regimes for their pernicious purposes. But it has never achieved any
success. The question is raised now if Eugenics is on the way back
since genetic and reproductive technologies make it possible for
parents to select certain attributes for their begotten children. In this
respect, the questions revolve around man’s dignity and freedom as
well as the freedom of scientific research and the extent to which man
should be allowed to seek knowledge. Is science, too, for science’s
sake?

The history of science shows that science and technology are our
area of weakness in our modern civilization. The use of medical
science and technology in Eugenics and the cure of many diseases
represent the bright side which invites our approval. But this bright-
ness i1s marred by three matters:

I - Who is entitled to decide if this use is good and not evil? Is it the
father, the physician or society in general? Where are the lines
between them to be drawn? Should it be on the basis of the
outside appearance or the inside reality? Are there safe limits to
what a scientist can do in the way of reform?

2 - What is the impact of such technologies on future generations? It
is well known that each gene functions harmoniously with the
surrounding ones. No body can tell what would happen to this
marvelous harmony if this or that gene was manipulated for
improvement. The main problem is that experimentation is carried
out on man, God’s vicegerent on earth. There are no guarantees
for an experiment to be conducted as planned. This is pretty
serious when we are dealing with a human being who is
considered sacred. One could disregard complications resulting
from such experiments if they were conducted on inanimate
objects or on other animate beings.
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3 - It is customary to talk about human rights when reference is

understood to be made about living adults. But what about
babies? They should also be a party to reckon with. They are not
consulted about anything done to them. Imaginably, a baby may
not object to its parents’ attempts to improve upon one of its
attributes. But what if a baby is produced through cloning from
two different women or a father? Isn’t the grown up child entitled
to know who his parents are? Is his mother one of those two
women? Even if the somatic nucleus is taken from his father, he
should know how he is related to that father: is he a son to that
father or a twin brother? In light of these dilemmas isn’t the child
entitled to reject such vitiated kind of relation which will most
likely hurt him in his community? The onus is on scientists to be
well equipped with ethical principles before they embark on their
research work. But there are those who do not recognize ethics
on the premise that science is an objective matter that cares only
for actual facts studied through objective methods, whereas ethics
is concerned with studying human values through subjective
methods giving rise to sheer controversial opinions. So it is wrong
to mix this with that. Moreover, misconduct has other reasons
that have led to immoral behavior:

A - As governments cut down on funds allotted to scientific
research private sectors stepped in to fill the vacuum. An
American company, for instance, spent over 11 billion dollars
on genetic engineering research for which 1t recruited a
personnel of 15,000 individuals. This would seem to be
admirable but in fact such a situation is not as positive as it
sounds. The reason lies in the difference of interests between
a government and a private sector. Whereas, the former aims
to promote acquisition of knowledge and to serve public
purposes, the latter aims mainly at making the highest
possible profit; an attitude that lends itself to all sorts of
unethical behavior.

B - Some scientists are enticed by lucrative contracts to partici-
pate in secret research which is financed by the private
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sector. The immoral behavior of such scientists has been the
subject of many complaints filed by those in charge of
academic research at universities.

C - The most ominous phenomenon in this regard is the involve-
ment of the military in scientific research. This is often done
as classified activity under the pretext of national security.
This shielded liberty of action allows researchers to violate
many regulations and to infringe upon any rights in order to
experiment with new lethal weapons. The records are full of
such practices, the latest of which is the case of the Korean
scientist who claimed to have done a particular research and
went as far as to publish its made-up results. When asked
why he did this, he pleaded overwork and eagerness to get
funds.

D - Junior faculty at universities are hard-pressed to do research
and publish it in specialized magazines and periodicals in
order to get promoted. Some would just do anything to
reach that goal.

E - Another type of scientists would be those who know the
ethical guidelines only too well, but try to get around them
in an attempt to justify the kind of research they are doing.
They argue for instance that society comes before the
individual. Hence, a few individuals could justifiably be
sacrificed in the course of experimentation so that the whole
society might benefit from the findings.

Islam is crystal clear on this point: top priority is man’s safety and
security. God (SWT) says:

*“...that whoso slays a soul not to retaliate for a soul slain nor
for corruption done in the land, shall be as if he had slain
mankind all together; and whoso gives life to a soul, shall be
as if he had given life to mankind all together” (5:32)

And in another verse:

“And slay not the soul God has forbidden, except by right.”
(17:32)
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Therefore, research and researchers should be governed by strin-
gent ethical rules to safeguard the humanity of human beings. The
question is which ethical sources should be consulted for eliciting such
rules. There are two sources for ethics: heavenly religions and human
endeavor, which is called secularism. The two sources have the
common goals of preserving man’s dignity, making him happy, over-
coming poverty and disease, putting an end to famines, and living
freely in a world where peace and security prevail. But each source
seeks to reach these goals through its own beliefs and philosophy.

Heavenly religions are sent down by God to His Messengers and
chosen Prophets for the purpose of laying the foundation of justice,
propagating virtues and good manners and preserving Man’s dignity.
A believer would evaluate deeds as good or evil: if a deed is meant to
serve God’s purposes, then it is good; but if it is meant to serve the
purposes of a tempter or a seducer or to grab a worldly gain, then it
is evil and needs to be reconsidered. The rule that the end justifies the
means has no place in any religion because it is immoral and
opportunist. Good and evil, however, are relative matters that could
be hard to pinpoint But Islam directs Muslims to do only what is
permissible (halal) because it is good, and abstain from doing what is
prohibited (haram), because it is evil.

All religions agree on the matter of Man’s freedom: it is essential
but not boundless; it ends where the freedom of the family or of the
whole society begins. The family is a crucial unit of the society. It is a
sanctified and closely-knit unit.

Good manners are held in high esteem by all religions. God
Almighty describes the Prophet (PBUH) in the Quran in the following
words:

“Surely thou art upon a mighty morality.” (68: 4)

On the one hand, heavenly Messages were sent down to guide
Man out of the dark into the light. They are meant to educate him
and refine his manners so he could distinguish between ““ halal * and
“ haram “, i.e. good and evil. The difference at times are not easy to
capture on the spot, but in the course of time the wisdom of
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permitting certain acts and prohibiting others gradually dawns on the
mind.

Some might think that religious faith is a kind of irrational
prejudice against scientific advancement. Others believe that religious
doctrine and scientific research are a contradiction of terms. But this is
farthest from Islam. Islamic civilization has always pivoted on strong
faith and useful knowledge. Along six centuries, it never stopped
contributing to human knowledge in all fields of juridical and worldly
sciences of medicine, pharmacology, engineering, Algebra, mathe-
matics, astronomy, geography, encyclopedias, etc. Never in the history
of Islamic civilization has a scientist been put in the harm’s way
because of his ideas. On the contrary, scientists and scholars in general
always found favor with Muslim Rulers regardless of religion, ethnicity
or gender. One of the brightest examples is the case of Musa bin
Maymoun, a Jew who spread the word that he had embraced Islam.
Despite his apostasy later on, his favorite position with Salahuddin
remained unscathed even while he was deep in war with the crusaders.

In modern times, the Islamic Organization for Medical Sciences
(IOMS) has been a witness during the past 35 years to the openness of
Islamic jurisprudence and specialists in the field to all innovations of
the age. Jurists have tackled them rationally and issued well-balanced
resolutions on how to make use of them. The IOMS was even ahead
of many Western countries in such matters as surrogacy, AIDS, etc.
This obviously refutes allegations that religious thinkers are irration-
ally biased against scientific progress.

On the other hand, secular thinking is subject to human personal
judgments which put out theories that fascinate the unbelievers. If we
look into many such theories along human history we will find that
they have not stood the test of time. This is only natural because they
are the outcome of heretic tendencies or the inevitable result of
pressures that could be psychological, economic, political or military
in what has come to be called “the Devil’s Deal”.

Human history is full of examples of such practices. Let’s take the
example of wine. Prohibiting alcoholic drinks is a basic rule in Islam.
The Quran is admirably eloquent on this point:
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“Oh believers, wine and arrow-shuffling, idols and divining-
arrows are an abomination, some of Satan’s work; so avoid
it; haply so you will prosper” (5:90)

The specialized commentators of the Quran explain that the
avoidance here is more inclusive that just the prohibition of drinking
it: it includes coming near it, handling it, dealing in it, brewing it or
sitting where it is being drunk. We Muslims did not know the secret
or wisdom of this prohibition but we have always been confident it
must be harmful since the prohibition came from God. So, true
Muslims have always abstained from drinking. This behavior has
always been sneered at by Westerners when Muslims attended their
parties. Today, the West is coming to realize the wisdom of Islamic
prohibition as alcoholism has taken epidemic proportions costing
Western countries billions of dollars and loss of many human lives.
Propagating alcoholic drinks is one of the faulty human endeavors to
attain material profit and physical pleasure.

Another example of such faulty practice is the matter of smoking.
Tobacco manufacturing companies knew all along that cigarette
smoking was hazardous as research had proved that tobacco contained
carcinogenic ingredients, some of which are also addictive. For a long
time these companies had obscured information about the findings
until they were forced by court injunctions in USA and Europe to
place conspicuous warnings against smoking on each cigarette packet
in addition to reducing cigarette advertisement to the minimum.
Consequently sales dropped drastically in America and Europe. To
make up for losses those companies turned to developing countries
where they launched large-scale promotion campaigns for their pro-
ducts. Government leaders in some industrial countries went as far as
to pressure their counterparts in poor, underdeveloped countries to
sanction these campaigns. This is a blatant case of unethical behavior
at the highest levels prompted by greed for profits at the cost of
vulnerable small countries.

Another example which comes in response to a tendency to
maximize sensual pleasure is the unbridled sexual liberty adopted in
the West as long as the two parties to the affair are willing to go into
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it without any coercion. This has led to innumerable cases of abortion
giving rise to a serious social problem in the major industrial countries
as young pregnant mothers risk complications that may lead to death
or different health problems. This liberty is also behind the spread of
infectious venereal diseases such as syphilis, gonorrhea and herpes and
the billions of dollars spent on curing them. The most devastating
consequence of this obsession with sexual liberties is the almost
incurable disease of AIDS, often referred to as the plague of modern
times. One of the basic means by which the infection occurs is proven
to be sexual intercourse with several partners. Although this “plague”
is claiming millions of human lives by the day, health officials in the
world never cared to prohibit fornication. What is worse they even
recommended the so-called ‘“‘safe sex”. This is a misleading term; for
safe sex requires a series of precautionary measures before and during
the sexual act. Yet, companies took the opportunity and mass
produced low-quality condoms and exported them to Africa. So,
instead of protection these devices helped spread the disease even
further. The world is facing now the crisis of having to spend billions
of dollars on research that aims to wipe out the disease. Using this
research pharmaceutical companies are manufacturing medicines that
come in useful but are too expensive for poor African nations to
afford. So, the high death toll in these countries remain unabated,
leaving thousands of families below the breadline. What kind of ethical
behavior is that?

A recent example of a crisis that was brought about by voracity
for material profits is the cow disease. Some researches have emerged
recommending that cheap remnants at slaughter-houses of blood,
bones and skins be processed to feed cows. Cows accumulated flesh
and gave an abundant flow of milk, but they caught the disease. This
is the inevitable result of tampering with nature: the cow which is a
herbivore was forced against its nature to turn into a carnivore. No
one expected that this would lead to a drastic change in one of the
amino acids which turned the brain of the affected animal into a
sponge-like object causing death in a few days. Britain lost over 2
billion Sterling pounds when its cattle had to be exterminated. Here is
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the rub! When some biological research is applied we do not know
what will happen in the long run after one or two generations. The
case of the cow disease was the outcome of faulty human endeavor at
imnovation. When we consider the Islamic stance on this point, we will
find that Islam prohibits eating any carnivorous animal. The reason
had been mysterious until the cow disease crisis demonstrated the
Divine wisdom of this prohibition.

All the above examples show that we are dealing here with ideas,
mental efforts and personal judgments applied under the influence of
capricious drives and economic and political pressures. History
abounds with such examples that have always victimized human
beings.

One of the main principles on which these secular theories are
based is utilitarianism. It calls for complete freedom in thought and
scientific investigations on the premise that an action is good if it helps
the greatest possible number of people. This is a here-and-now
materialistic principle that can be translated into figures of profits or
losses when we are talking about attempts to overcome a disease,
enhance certain abilities, boost economy and trade or implement a
certain policy. But who can predict the impact of such attempts on
human beings? Man is not only a physical being, he is also a
combination of a soul, a self, and a body. He loves and hates, he gets
angry but can forgive and be tolerant. In short, man has feelings and
passions that cannot be measured in terms of profits and losses when
projecting for the coming two or three decades or generations.

Philosophers of secularism have different points of departure and
different visions. If we take the concept of *“ dignity”, for instance, we
will find a myriad of definitions, interpretations and views. But Islam
defines “human dignity” clearly as the attribute which places Man
above all other creatures in this universe. It is bestowed by God as the
Quran explains:

“When I have shaped him and breathed My spirit in him, fall
you down, bowing before him” (38:72)

The command here is directed to the angels. This means that the
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bowing in honor of Man came after God has breathed His spirit in
him. Further, God (SWT) says:

“We have honored the children of Adam and carried them on
land and sea and provided them with good things, and
preferred them greatly over many of those We created.”
(17:70)

The dignity we would like to protect is an integrated entity, no
part of which should be served at the cost of another part. As
mentioned earlier, Man is a combination of body, soul, mind and
heart. If one organ sustains injury or malady, the whole body runs a
temperature and remains awake. The Prophet (PBUH) says: “Man is
God’s building: cursed be he who demolishes it.”

Secular philosophers, however, disagree on the concept of human
dignity. Some of them consider it the exclusive privilege of those who
have volition and mental ability to think, choose and use language.
The question now is: what about the mentally retarded person? Isn’t
he, too, entitled to have dignity?

Other philosophers argue that the factor of “dignity” that must be
protected pivots on human ability to make ethical choices. The ones
who are characterized with this ability are the only ones who possess a
free will. Again, what about those who are dispossessed of their free
will for one reason or another? Should they also be stripped of their
human dignity?

Some philosophers argue that the human essence we are talking
about is only a fallacy. Others reject the concept and refuse to base
human rights on such a chimera.

The Sanctity of Life:

Religion considers that life is a gift from God. It should never be
wasted or tampered with. God (SWT) says: “We indeed created Man
in the fairest stature.” (95: 4)

Although other creatures are also God’s creation, Man is distin-
guished by special attributes. He is given a mind to think and perceive
with; a will for making his decisions and choices and a language for
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communication with others. He can be creative, a manufacturer and a
designer. In addition, unlike other creatures in the animal and plant
kingdoms, man has a civilization. So, he has been selected by God to
be His vicegerent on earth. God commanded the angles to bow down
to Man as a sign of investing him with respect and nobility. God
(SWT) said to the angles:

“Assuredly I know that you know not.” (2: 30)
God also told them that Man would inherit the earth:

“For we have written in the Psalms, after the remembrance,
the earth shall be the inheritance of My righteous servants.”
(21: 105)

Philosophers are divided on the sanctity of life. Some consider that
it hinges upon the value of life. This principle is ambiguous and
inaccurate. It could mean that there are two kinds of life: one invested
with value and another void of it, and can therefore be wasted. Could
this be the life of an embryo that has no chance to live, or the life of
an old man with little chance to extend any further?

Other philosophers associate sanctity with the quality of life. To
some extent, this principle is similar to the above one, but it could
rather open the way to sacrificing a number of people for the benefit
of others in application of utilitarianism. Those who believe in this
principle may approve the use of some people as a source for organs
to be transplanted in the bodies of others whose lives are deemed,
according to this principle, to be more valuable.

Others see that the sanctity of life is strictly a human distinctive
feature. So, we must preserve it and keep it in good shape with
whatever means we can employ for that purpose. This view is perhaps
the closest to the religious concept and establishes the principle:
“Thou shalt not kill”.

The sanctity of life lays the solid foundation for an extremely
important principle: man is entitled to live; his life must not be wasted
or tampered with unless there is an intrinsic reason to do so. The legal
system should fundamentally be based on this principle.

‘I have no desire to turn this introductory article into a debate
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between religion and secularism. The main purpose of the seminar is
to hold a dialogue between representatives of the two sides and
conduct it with open minds and heart with a view to narrowing the
gap between them. Difference in views, whether between followers of
various religions or between Religion and Secularism, is only one of
God’s ways in His creation. Some would believe; others would not but
cannot in any way bring harm to God: “If God had willed, He would
have made them one nation.” (42: 8)

The question now is: Does Islam recognize the importance of
scientific research or has it persecuted scientists and researchers?

I can most confidently assure that Islam exhorts its followers to
seek knowledge and pursue the path of scientific investigation. Islam
elevates scholars to the high rank of being the inheritors of the
prophets. It urges Muslims to contemplate the Kingdom of heavens
and earth and to look into themselves. But what kind of scientific
pursuit does Islam recommend?

Islam defines science as that which is beneficial to mankind.
Worthy research work is that which does not contravene God’ norms
or put man in harm’s way. Positively, it is that which helps man
master his pains and opens up for him ways to a happy life where he
could secure a healthy dwelling, decent food and effective medicines.
In Islam, the attempt to fathom out God’s ways on earth is a
collective duty because it proves God’s oneness, omnipotence and
glory. These are the rules and basic principles set down by Islam for
its followers. '

Some scientists, however, lack such insight. They are driven by an
obsession for knowledge and fall victims to an insatiable impulse to
know more and delve deeper. So, instead of science serving man, man
turns into a servant of science. Thus, they leap from one point to
another and get so immersed in their pursuit even if success occurs at
the expense of man’s dignity or at the risk of mixing family kinship or
changing God’s creation.

Science 1s a mixed blessing; no science is good all the way or bad
all the way. What matters is what one wants to use science for. Is it
used to find out about a certain type of bacteria in order to devise a
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method of treatment? Or is it to discover a new type of bacteria with
the purpose of changing its genetic structure so that they turn into a
lethal, incurable weapon for bacteriological wars? Is it to discover the
gene of muscular strength so that a whole nation could be made to
turn into an army of slaves for forced labor? Or is it to isolate that
gene in order to use in the treatment of syntexis diseases?

There is a great need for wisdom and robust ethics to prevail, not
only among common people but most particularly among scientists.
We want this world to be populated by the sort of man who is
merciful, God-fearing and intent on seeking good. Science is no longer
confined within the bounds of the laboratory; it affects the whole
society positively or negatively. Now, as society is involved in funding
scientific research, it is entitled to have a say about what researchers
claim to be doing inside these laboratories after the problems they are
working on have been sufficiently explained. After all, it is society that
stands to gain or lose when research work is put into effect.

Some Questions to Ponder about:

Which will bring about the end of man: too much knowledge or
lack of it? Will genetic engineering and the human genome lead to
man’s happiness or change in the wrong hands into a weapon that
could ruin his life and distort his attributes and behaviors? Will the
next generation accuse us of issuing resolutions that tied down
research or of neglecting to do so, which gave free rein to it? This
latter contingency could have ugly consequences. We must beware of
pursuing enthusiastic, short-term targets that might reflect negatively
on future generations.

Some people may think that no one will be opposed to having
strong, intelligent and handsome children through selections made
possible by genetic technologies. But, if all individuals in a society had
these qualities two results could develop:

a - It could mean a return to eugenics which failed when fascist and
Nazi governments issued laws to regulate it. Today, however, it
would be the family who orders it and the physician who obliges
by carrying out the order.
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b - Compassion, kindness and sympathy would simply disappear as
there would be no more handicapped, abnormally short or sickly
people around. As society would be all chiefs with no Indians,
individuals will fight each other in wars where survival would be
only for the fittest.

Therefore, our scientists should stick to ethics when they set targets
for their research programs and procedures for conducting them so
that science may actually become God’s way of showing His mercy to
the humankind.

All these matters have been the main concern of IOMS since its
inception. The Organization’s policy has always been to study any
biomedical innovation as soon as it appears in any publication within
a carefully drawn up plan to convene seminars that gather together
specialists in medicine, natural sciences, jurisprudence, philosophy,
sociology, law, psychology and politics. Discussions are open, free and
rational. Resolutions are made under no pressures of any kind. JOMS
has no political leanings or economic interests as it is a non-profit
organization funded by well known and declared sources. So, its
resolutions are hailed by everybody concerned as well-balanced.

Last year, IOMS issued the Islamic Code of Medical Ethics which
came in three parts:

Part I: The physician’s conduct, his rights and duties towards his
God, himself and community.

Part II: The world ethical guidelines concerning biomedical
research from an Islamic viewpoint. Based on this, the IOMS set down
the general principles and guidelines for the ethics of the medical
profession such as the necessity to ethically justify its procedures and
to periodically review its research plans and the importance of
obtaining informed consent of subjects participating in experiments,
among many other topics relating to medical and health research
work.

Part III: This part comprises the Islamic views on medical and
health innovations that have emerged on the international arena such
as In Vitro Fertilization, surrogacy, organ transplantation, the onset
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and end of human life, human genome, cloning and AIDS. Each
problem was individually discussed and juridically designated.

The challenge here is not only ethical, but political as well. The
political decision will determine the extent of our involvement in
biotechnology if we are to step into a “post-human future”. It will
also determine the potential ethical abyss that such future could be
holding in store for us.

The attempt to divide man up into organs and systems and further
dividing each into still smaller and smaller particles until we reach the
micro level has induced secular scientists to consider man in partial
terms, which is different from the holistic view of theologians and
philosophers.

There are those who believe that coming to know the human
genome and being able to handle its defective genes will enable us to
avert a lot of physical troubles and help us to lead a happy physical
life. But is a healthy body sufficient to make us lead a happy life?
Man is not just a body; he is also a spirit whose secret is known only
to God:

“They will question thee concerning the Spirit. Say: *The
Spirit is of the bidding of my Lord. You have been given of
knowledge nothing except a little’”. (17:85)

He also has a self of various levels: it could be the blaming self,
the contented self, or the reassured self. Man, that is, is a being of
emotions: he loves and hates, he could be generous or miserly; happy
or depressed; dauntless and confident or cowardly and timid.

Reducing man’s ends simply into mere attempts to alleviate pain
and maximize pleasure is utterly unacceptable. It constitutes a super-
ficial look at an extremely complicated human nature that has defied
full comprehension so far and is not to reveal its secret in the
foreseeable future.

Will specialists of Medical Biotechnology succeed in what their
predecessors failed to do, viz., control man’s creation through selection
of certain requested attributes? The revolution in biotechnology does
not mean just advancement in genetic engineering. There is much more
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to it than that. It is a revolution in basic biology which depends on
progress in various other fields. It will also help elongate life
expectancy with consequent demographic changes. This will in turn
have great effects on political and economic decisions. Europe,
America and Japan are approaching the dilemma of a high rate of
senior citizens coupled with a low birth rate. When that happens, the
process of decision making will be biased to old people. There may
also come a time when we see societies with female majority. Decisions
will also tend to cater more for women, which means completely
different trends in every walk of life.

A society where the majority of inhabitants enjoy good health and
longevity may not, after all, be successful and effective. Longevity may
produce life in form rather than in substance; i.e. people who just
move around but do very little with almost zero contribution to the
country’s GNP. A country with this kind of population will be no
more than a big Old People Home.

All ethical slogans must be turned into obligatory resolutions and
laws. This should be done on an international scale. If a country issues
strict regulations while others choose not to do so, research companies
unwilling to stick to these regulations will find an outlet in those
neglectful countries and flock to them especially as laboratories and
equipment for this kind of research are not as sophisticated as those
required for nuclear research which can be easily monitored.

Initiation into ethical principles and commitment to them must
start early at school and continue throughout subsequent educational
stages up to university level so that when graduates get to be involved
in political or scientific activities they can be well qualified to discharge
their duties within an assimilated framework of deeply-rooted profes-
sional ethics. A scientist who has been educated in this way will be
highly conscientious and methodical in his research work He will never
embark on a project unless he is inwardly reassured that the odds are
more in favour of success and that its risks and complications do not
warrant a decision not to go ahead with it. This way, we feel we are in
safe hands.

In the meantime, there is a need for setting up ethics committees
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formed from physical scientists, physicians, jurists, philosophers,
sociologists and psychologists as well as representatives of the society
to study each case by itself and take the suitable decisions. The
committee should follow up new research and review old decisions in
light of new results.

We should not be skeptical about scientists in biomedical and
genetic fields or hastily accuse them of heresy as was the case in
Europe during the Middle Ages. When Galileo at that time declared
that the earth turned round the sun he was prosecuted and forced to
recant his belief in the Copernican theory.

Research results must be taken seriously and studied carefully with
open minds and hearts so that scientists may feel confident enough to
be unreserved about the design, targets and ensuing results of their
projects. Failing to do so will only force them to carry out their work
in secret. In this case, we could wake up one day to a human
catastrophe. The only other alternative would be to place a total ban
on such scientific research and experimentation, which is virtually
impossible.

Governments must shoulder their responsibilities in protecting
people against hazardous experiments conducted without adequate
guarantees of success or banned in other more responsible and
rigorous countries. Societies must also balance freedom of science and
speech against religious, ethical and political values.

Now, if the government of a certain country refuses to fund a
certain research project, can the private sector take over the funding?
Well, the answer is yes if refusal is attributed to lack of resources. But
if it is justified by ethical or scientific reasons such as results might
have adverse effects on society, the private sector should not be
allowed to step in. The reasons for refusal should always be made
public and circulated to all other countries, particularly the developing
ones which do not have adequately qualified cadres to judge on such
matters. Developed countries must provide this kind of protection
against unscrupulous researchers.

Scientists everywhere should find the answer to this important
question: when does life assume ethical value? The answer could be
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crucial in such matters as abortion, euthanasia and experimenting on
severely deformed embryos.

Developing countries which lack the qualified specialists or the
necessary budgets to allocate to the above-mentioned ethical commit-
tees should seek the help of international or non-governmental
organizations formed by groups of concerned ethicists and philoso-
phers in addition to specialists in various branches of science. They
closely monitor research centres and publish reports about the ethical
aspects of every research program even when it is still in the bud. This
has the added value of making researchers feel that they are working
under the vigilant watch of hidden eyes.

It is true that developed countries encourage scientific research
through abundant funds, state-of-the-art equipment and well qualified
personnel. But it is equally true that these countries also have popular
movements that are keen to see to it that ethical standards are
observed. In an atmosphere of democracy, freedom of speech and
transparency, any research project that turns out to be unethical or
hazardous to public interest can easily get exposed. As such, developed
countries are capable of issuing rigorous regulatory decisions and
guidelines. Research companies working in the field of biomedical
technology consider some of these regulations as an impediment to
scientific progress. To evade them, they go to Third World countries
where they can work freely as such countries lack the financial
resources and the know-how to slam any restrictions. Besides, in
return for lucrative offers exaggerated promises of benefits to those
countries, the research companies obtain the necessary approvals for
conducting their experiments there. Certainly, no official in those
underdeveloped countries is allowed to even peep into or come near
the laboratories. God only knows what tragic and scandalous proce-
dures take place there.

Doesn’t this situation create an ethical problem for the developing
countries where land and people are so unethically exploited by
research companies? That is why I'm saying that it is the moral duty
of the major industrial countries to protect developing countries and
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help them stand up to the greed and exploitation of companies
working in the field of medical biotechnology.

The proposals I am putting forward here are easier said than done.
One expects that major research corporations working in the field of
medical biotechnology will not stand by and let governmental legisla-
tions and ethical regulations restrict their activities, which means
dwindling profits. They will naturally put up all the resistance they can
afford through strong lobbies in parliaments and government quarters.
They would be supported by unscrupulous scientists who could supply
them with the necessary palatable reports in order to secure the
required approvals.

We have seen similar practices by the Mafia who gradually
gathered wealth and strength until they expanded into a state within
the State. They could buy their way into the upper echelons of the
government and thus could get away with a lot of illicit transactions
and activities. Along the same lines, the tobacco mafia as well as the
mafia of pharmaceutical companies are trying to curb public protests
and circumvent governmental restrictions.

But this should in no way discourage us. On the contrary, we
should rather press on and persevere in our attempts to rein in those
research companies and force them to comply with regulations and
guidelines. We should be emboldened by what happened in the case of
genetically manipulated foodstuffs. Most of these ran up against fierce
opposition by many NGOs mindful of consumers’ interests. Sales
dropped as a result of these enlightened resistance.

We are faced by a multi-dimensional revolution led by greedy
research companies, scientists with insatiable lust for more and deeper
discoveries who are intoxicated with a dream to be in full control of
Nature, and corrupt researchers who have the nerve to concoct
research results in their pursuit of publicity and material gains.

Hopes are pinned on groups and world organizations who are
striving to guide scientific activities and protect mankind. There are
persistent and concerted efforts to study innovations in the fields of
genetic engineering and medical biotechnology to ascertain that
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nothing would go against man’s dignity and the sanctity of human
life.

In this introduction, I have expressed my personal views which do
not necessarily reflect the official views of IOMS. I have opted not to
comment on any of the papers presented to this seminar as this will be
done by the participating eminent scholars. Their debates and discus-
sions will be included in the seminar Proceedings.

I cannot conclude this introduction without paying tribute to the
dauntless man who has been behind this great event right from the
start. The decision to hold this seminar was his in the first place,
braving any risks. He followed up the preparations and arrangements
day in and day out, sometimes even by the hour, going through every
minute detail to make sure that nothing is left to chance. I am
referring, of course, to Dr. Abdul Rahman Abdulla Al-Awadi,
President of IOMS.

I would also like to greet members of the Board of Trustees who
approved this seminar and supported it in every way.

My thanks also go to the executive committee which has done a
wonderful job of planning everything relating to the seminar and were
always ready with advice and good counseling.

I would also like to express my deepest gratitude to my dear
colleagues in the general secretariat for their sincere efforts and
exemplary dedication. I am sure they feel rewarded when they see that
their efforts have thus come to fruition. Let me also humbly add that
such well-organized seminars have all the hallmarks of IOMS, thanks
to the staff’s love of their work and commitment to their duties

Following this introduction you will find the full program of our
seminar. I pray that our endeavors towards this worthy cause be
crowned with success and apologize for any shortcoming. No Child of
Adam i1s infallible; but the best one can do when one makes a mistake
is to repent it. Praise be to Allah, God of all Being.
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2 - Man, Instinct, Nature and Technology
- Dr. Ammar Al-Talbi

3 - Islamic Perspectives on God, Humanity and Nature
- Dr. Muzaffar Igbal

- Break and Prayer
- DISCUSSION
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SECOND DAY
Tuesday, 7 February 2006

Topic II
Genetics, Reproductive Technologies and the F amily

Fourth Session:
Philosophy of Genetic and Human Reproductive Technology - Islamic,
Christian and Secular Perspectives

Chairman : Dr. Abdul Rahman A. Al-Awadi
Rapportear : Dr. Ali Yousuf Al-Saif

Speakers

I - Pre-Implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD)
- Dr. Lisa Lebmann

2 - Ethical Problems of Prenatal and Pre-Implantation Genetic Diag-

nosis
- Dr. Mounir A.M.S. Farag

3 - Repercussions of human engineering and reproduction: The
perspective of the three Revealed Books and the secular concept
- Sheikh Mohd. Mokhtar Al-Salami

- DISCUSSION
- Break and Prayer

Fifth Session:
Islamic and Professional Perspectives of the Ethical Issues
of Reproductive Technology.

Chairman : Counsellor Abdullah Al-Essa
Rapporteur : Dr. Habibah Al-Chaabouni
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Speakers

1 - Islamic Perspective of Ethical Issues in ART.
- Dr. Gamal 1. Serour

- Assisted-Reproductive Technologies (ART)
- Sheikh Mohamed Ali Al-Taskheeri

3 - Human Genetics and Reproductive Technologies: How They
Reflect on the Family
- Dr. Saddiga Al-Awadi

- DISCUSSION
- Lunch Break

[\

Sixth Session:
Genetics and Reproductive Technology - Islamic, Christian
and Professional Perspectives

Chairman : Dr. Hussein Gezairy

Rapporteur : Dr. Hamid Ahmed

Speakers

1 - Christian Principles for Assisted Human Procreation.
- Dr. Gerald R. Winslow

2 - Human Genetics Reproductive Technologies: An Islamic Perspective.
- Dr. Mohamed Ali Al-Bar

3 - Genetics and Reproduction Technology from the perspective of
Islamic Law
- Dr. Abdul Sattar Abu-Ghuddah

- DISCUSSION
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THIRD DAY
Wednesday, 8 February 2006

Topic II
Genetics, Reproductive Technologies and the F amily

Seventh Session:
Reproductive Technology, DNA and Cloning - Islamic
and Professional Perspectives

Chairman : Dr. Ted Peters
Rapporteur : Dr. Mohamed Ali Al-Bar

Speakers

1 - The Neglected Contributions of Islamic Civilization to Genetics
and Reproductive Biology
- Dr. Malik Badri

2 - Islamic Perspective on Human Cloning, Stem Cell Research and

Pre-implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD).
- Dr. Aida Al-Aqeel
3 - Contributions of Genetic Engineering Research to understand
Islam as believe with facts in Quran and Sunna.
- Dr. A. Farouk Gad
- DISCUSSION
- Tea Break
Topic III
Social Impacts of Genetic and Reproductive Technologies

Eighth Session:
Genetics and Reproductive Technology - Islamic,
Jewish and Secular Perspectives

Chairman : Dr. Mamduh Gabr
Rapporteur :  Dr. Salah Al-Ateeqi
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Speakers

1 - Human Genetic and Reproductive Technologies - A Muslim’s
understanding of the Secular Perspective.
- Dr. Shahid Athar

2 - Reproductive Technologies: Jewish Values and their Impact on
Public Policy and Social Structure in Israel.
- Dr. Vardit Ravitsky

3 - Human Genome: Social and Ethical Implications - An Islamic
Interpretations
- Dr. Hamid K. Ahmed

- DISCUSSION
- Break and Prayer

-
Ninth Session:
A Right to Reproduce, Designing Children and Genetic
Counseling - Islamic, Jewish and Secular Perspectives
~

Chairman : Dr. Gerald Winslow

Rapporteur : Dr. Abdulla Basalam

Speakers

1 - Reprogenetics and Genetic Counseling - Scientific and Ethical
Perspective
- Dr. Aly A. Mishal

]
|

Laboratory and Ultrasound Prenatal Diagnosis: Prenatal Genetic
Diagnosis: Scope, Applications and Limitations in Arab Countries.
- Dr. Hanan Hamamy

3 - A Right to Reproduce: Equality Not Liberty
~ Dr. Muireann Quigley

- DISCUSSION
- Lunch Break
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Tenth Session: .
Cloning, Immortality and Genetic Engineering - Islamic
and Secular Perspectives

Chairman : Dr. Abdel Aziz Saleh
Rapportear : Dr. Abulfadl Mohsin Ebrahim

Speakers

1 - Genetic Engineering, Social Justice, and the Future of Humanity:
Confluence of Religious and Secular Concerns
- Dr. Farhat Moazam

2 - Recent Research on "Telomerase" enzyme, and the concept of
"immortality"
- Dr. Omar Alfi

3 - Human Cloning from the view point of Figh (Shariah) and
Ethics.
- Dr. S.M. Mohaghegh Damad

- DISCUSSION
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FOURTH DAY
Thursday, 9 February 2006

Topic TV
How and Where do we draw the lines?

Eleventh Session:
Human Being and His Creation: where we can draw lines - Islamic,
Christian and Philosophical Perspectives

Chairman : Dr. Ajeel Al-Nashmi
Rapporteur : Dr. Aly A. Mishal

Speakers

1 - Expected Risks and Benefits of Genetic Research: Where and
When We Draw the Red Lines
- Dr. Ibrahim Badran

2 - Where the Catholic Church Stands on Genetic Issues
- Bishop Camillo Ballin

Our Humanness: Unalterable Essence and Changeable Actuality
- Dr. Jaafar Sheikh Idris

- DISCUSSION
- Tea Break

(W3]
1

Twelfth Session:
Stem Cell Controversy - Islamic, Jewish and Christian Perspectives

Chairman : Dr. Gerald Winslow
Rapporteur : Dr. Malik Badri

Speakers

1 - The Stem Cell Controversy: Secular Form and Religious Substance
- Dr. Ted Peters
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2 - Test-Tube Babies
- Dr. David Bleich

3 - Stem Cells and Cloning Research: Similarities and differences
- Dr. AbdulAziz Al-Swailem

- DISCUSSION
- Break and Prayer

Thirteenth Session:
Stem Cell, Prenatal Diagnosis and Reproductive
Technology - Islamic Perspective

Chairman : Dr. Khalid Al-Mathkoor
Rapporteur : Dr. Shahid Athar

Speakers

1 - Islamic Medical Ethics Amidst Developing Biotechnologies.
- Dr. Musa Mohamed Nordin

2 - Stem Cells and DNA: Modern Ethical Challenges
- Dr. Maher Hathout

3 - Surrogacy: An Islamic Ethico-Legal and Social Perspective.
- Dr. Abulfadl Mohsin Ebrahim

- DISCUSSION
- Recommendations

- Closing Session
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Address by
Dr. Hatem Moustafa Al-Gabaly

Minister of Health and Population, Egypt

The Address of His Excellency the Egyptian Minister of Health
and Population Dr. Hatem EL Gabaly delivered on his Behalf by Dr.
Hasan El Kola.

Your Eminence Professor Mohamed Sayed Tantawi the Sheik of
AL Azhar Mosque, Professor Abdel Rahman El Awadi, Professor
Abdel Aziz El Toweigry, Dr. Hasan EL Gazaery, Dr. John Bryant,
dear attendees, distinguished scientists and thinkers. Good morning to
you all. It is with great pleasure that I convey to you the regards of
His Excellency Dr. Hatem EL Gabaly, the Egyptian Minister of
Health and Population who would have liked to have the pleasure of
attending this very important conference, but he is obliged to be out
of Cairo today for urgent reasons.

It is undeniable that the incredible progress which has taken place
in the techniques of genetics and human reproduction has produced
great challenges in our modern world that pertain to important issues
such as the use of human cloning and stem cells as well as what is
called child'design and creating a special world of our own and the
terrifying concomitant social effects of all this in the future. Our world
is w1tnessmg today a confusion regarding the concepts of freedom and
freedom of belief. It is witnessing assaults against what some groups
hold as -sacred. This proves there is a lot of misunderstanding
regarding many of the concepts prevalent in our world today. It also
shows the importance of this conference which comes at a critical time
and which is deeply needed. We hope that your discussions and the
findings which you reach will contribute to humanity’s progress and to
the right of human beings to have a dignified life in which all people
are considered equal regardless of their beliefs, a world in which every
human being gets his rights without any persecution against one race,
group, or faith.

Asalamu alaikom
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Address by
Dr. Hussain Al-Gezairy

Director of EMRO (WHO),
Cairo, Egypt

Your Excellencies, Dear Attendees

I extend my greetings to you and welcome you in the regional
office of the WHO for the Mediterranean region. I would also like to
thank you for accepting the invitation of the WHO and the IOMS and
the Islamic Organization for Education, Science, and Culture and the
International Council for Medical Science Organizations to attend the
conference on Heredity and Human Reproduction and their Ramifica-
tions and the views of Revealed Religions and Secularism on the issue.
I also wish to offer my heartfelt thanks and deepest gratitude to the
venerable Egyptian government and to Dr. Hatem EL Gabaly, the
Egyptian minister of Health and Population under whose sponsorship
this conference is held. I welcome all my colleagues who work at
fellow organizations that are taking part in the conference, particu-
larly, Dr. Abdul Rahman Al Awadi who played the major role in
launching this event. I would like to seize this opportunity to shed
light on his great efforts in establishing and sponsoring the Islamic
Organization for Medical Sciences and all its achievements, most
important of which are the conferences and seminars that the
Organization held. They are over thirty international conferences and
seminars which discussed different. problems and issues that attended
the great progress made in the field of biological sciences, and focused
on adhering to moral principles. I would also like to extend my
deepest thanks and appreciation to our colleagues and co-workers
particularly those who work for the International Council for Medical
Science Organizations and the Islamic Organization for Education,
Science, and Culture.

I also thank all the participants and would like to express my
appreciation for all their efforts in preparation for this conference, and
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all the time they invested and the great distances which they travelled
in order to attend.

Although the entire world has made amazing and unparalleled
progress in the field of knowledge and communication, yet 1 do not
hesitate to tell you that what humankind has achieved in the present
day in the fields of science and technology has not awarded it the
moral certainty and assurance to which it aspires. Neither has it
prevented it from injustice, doing wrong, or trespassing against the
rights of others. Nor has it prevented double standards and infringe-
ment against all human rights and transgressing against what man
holds as holy. Many nations are deprived of even their most basic
rights to live with dignity, and in taking part in any of the fields of
scientific progress. They are also deprived of being treated on an equal
par with the stronger countries which have monopolized the right to
determine what is right and what is wrong, and control the fates of all
living human beings.

For this reason we would like to resume the discussion which we
started between the believers of revealed religions in the world. At the
same time, we will not ignore non-religious viewpoints. The themes for
our discussion and research will be of interest to all groups regardless
of their opinions, qualities, and beliefs. Human nature, the first theme,
is a common factor among all people. The issue of how we should
deal with genes and reproductive technologies is relevant to all
societies, and to every individual and family. Due to the moral,
sociological, and psychological impacts of reproduction and gene
technology, views must come to some form of agreement on some
principles and constraints. Setting distinguishing lines between what is
acceptable and what is not acceptable will be a creative and e=xciting
task, but will also represent a touchstone measuring the capacity of
each participant for tolerance, flexibility, and communication.

Dear Attendees

Our conference today is characterized by the sincere wish of each
"~ of us to listen to the viewpoint of others with objectivity and to accept
any view which they find plausible and convincing. We would each
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like to respond to the evidence and reasons advanced by others, while
at the same time presenting the views which we deem to be right and
useful to human beings. We would like to present our views gently,
without bias or prejudice, and we would like to show proper respect
for the beliefs of others and not to belittle the views of any group that
happens to disagree with our own views. Civilized behavior, which is
the hallmark of scientists and the faithful, requires us to respect the
right of others to present their views and beliefs. I am confident that
each of us will do his utmost to listen and discuss with an open heart
and mind.
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Speech of
Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Tewaijry

Director General of ISESCO,
Morocco

Your Excellency Dr. Abdul Rahman AL Awadi, Your Excellency
the Head of the regional office of the WHO, Your Excellency the
Head of the International Council for Medical Science Organizations,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

In the name of the Islamic Organization for Education, Science,
and Culture, I would like to welcome all members of this gathering to
the opening of this international conference on “Heredity and Human
reproduction and their Ramifications: the Viewpoints of the Three
Revealed Religions and Secularism” which is coordinated by the
Islamic Organization for Medical Sciences, the Regional office of the
WHO, and the International Conference for Medical Science Organi-
zations. At the outset, I would like to convey to you the greetings of
His Excellency, the General Manager of the Islamic Organization, Dr.
Abdul Aziz AL Toueigry and his wishes for a very successful
conference. I would also like to offer our deepest thanks to the Islamic
Organization for Medical Sciences for its efforts in preparing for this
conference. Special thanks go to everyone who hosted this conference
and contributed to creating circumstances that would be conducive to
its success as well as to all the experts for their fruitful contributions.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Science is currently making great strides on the path of progress. It
would therefore be not exaggeration to say that the progress made in
the past twenty five years is equal to the progress that was made in
the entire history of humanity. In the field of heredity, great advance-
ment was also made so that we have great hopes for a better future
for human beings.

In our Arab and Islamic societies, scientific circles are amazed at
the biological revolution and wonder about the means to keep up with
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it and to benefit from its applications, and its tremendous scientific
achievements. Only the few, however, examine its social and cultural
effects and attempt to set moral and legal frameworks to control them.
Such control would prevent future catastrophes, especially after what
has been said about some scientific centers in the West applying
biological technologies and cloning to human beings, and what has
been mentioned about the possibility of manipulating human races
after successfully discovering the human genetic chart.

Despite the great and continuous development in biological
sciences, our Arab and Islamic world is in a state of legal stasis.
However, all fields including science, religion, law, and sociology
should work together to narrow, if not altogether eliminate the gap.
Scientists should enlist the contributions of specialists in jurisprudence
and religion in order to prove that Islam is a religion which is suitable
for all times and places.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

This is the second conference that the Islamic Organization
organizes with other parties, for a previous conference was held in
London from the 25-28 of January 2005 entitled: “The Technologies
of Human Heredity: A Comparison of Religious and Secular View-
points”. This conference was organized in cooperation with the Islamic
Organization for Medical Sciences and the Society for Call to Islam
and the Human Heredity Team. In this conference a number of
subjects related to bioethics were studied from various religious view-
points. Since these issues were of a sensitive nature it was necessary to
encourage understanding and harmony through listening to other
viewpoints and attempting to understand each other as such discus-
sions require mutual respect. And today we are taking part in this
second conference and is being held in Cairo with a number of
important and distinguished scientists attending.

Research has proved that the revolution that has taken place in the
field of genetic engineering has created new conditions and knowledge
that have completely changed the results of blood research so that it is
now possible through DNA tests to find out any persons DNA
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fingerprints. These fingerprints carry all the genetic qualities of a
person and stay with him his entire life. They are different from those
of any other person. Scientific research has proved that the fingerprint
can be found by examining the DNA of one of the body fluids such
as blood, saliva, or sperm, or one of the bodys tissues such as flesh, or
skin, or any other substance made by the body such as hair or bone.
These could be evidence which exonerates or incriminates a given
person in all cases where there is a need for a person to be identified,
particularly if the matter concerns a crime. It is possible to find out
the real criminal in any crime by connecting the DNA fingerprint of
the accused person and the DNA found at the site of the crime.
Therefore, some lawyers have asked that the DNA fingerprint and
blood tests be admitted as evidence in cases of proving parenthood.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Ever since the first experiments in cloning, the moral, religious,
and legal positions concerning them have been the same the world
over. It has been agreed that cloning technologies can be used on
plants and animals, but that it is a crime to use them on human
beings. All the religious institutions and authorities have agreed that
human cloning is completely forbidden. They have suggested that
anyone who performs human cloning should be severely punished
according to religious law. This opinion can be found almost every-
where in the Islamic world and similar opinions were also advanced by
the Catholic and the Orthodox churches.

Protecting our societies and their special features from all dangers
is one of the top objectives of ISESCO. With the same goal in mind,
the Islamic Organization has worked to analyze the moral implications
of newly discovered technological and scientific facts, and to evaluate
them in the light of Islamic moral principles and values. The Islamic
Authority for the Ethics of Science and Technology was established as
one of the organizations of ISESCO to evaluate scientific practices and
research according to Islamic morals, values, and principles. This is
done in order to shape public opinion -:garding some important and
sensitive moral topics. It was also established to coordinate, consult,
and exchange opinions concerning the Islamic issues which are raised
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from time to time. Additionally, the authority also aims at studying
medical and biological practices in the fields of artificial insemination
and cloning as clear from its successive agendas and activities which
aim at raising awareness and fostering a sense of responsibility
towards controversial moral issues. Therefore, it held a number of
specialized conferences and participated in numerous international
gatherings on these topics in an attempt to reinforce a complete
understanding and to achieve agreement in scientific circles concerning
numerous moral issues through publishing books and studies on this
issue. The participation of ISESCO in organizing this important
conference is part of this endeavor. Its aim is to hold a scientific,
religious, philosophical, and social dialogue between Islam, Christian-
ity, Judaism and secularism regarding some controversial medical
issues and the moral implications which result from the application of
new technologies in the field of genetic engineering.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Globalization has given rise to unprecedented change in our
societies. Furthermore, the rapidly increasing pace of scientific devel-
opment in our societies has helped bring people closer without
discrimination between one religion and another. As religion plays a
major role in our societies, ignoring it would lead us to make decisions
that would be unacceptable to public opinion. Discussing the role of
religion in understanding this unprecedented development will help the
majority to be more accepting of these changes.

On a final note, I would like to offer my thanks and appreciation
to the Arab Republic of Egypt for hosting this important international
conference and for its hospitality. I would also like to thank everyone
who helped make this conference successful and to thank the Islamic
Organization for Medical Sciences for its close cooperation with us.
Last but not least, I thank our partners: the Regional Office of the
WHO, and the International Council for Medical Science Organiza-
tions, as well as the scientists who contributed to the symposium, and
all the attendees. I wish them all success and hope they will make use
of the information and expertise which they gain from the conference.

Thank you



Human Ge

netic and Reproductive Technologies ....(Part I)

(ﬁ

ADDRESS BY

DR. ABDUL RAHMAN A. AL-AWADI

President of the Islamic Organization for Medical Sciences,

Kuwait







Human Genetic and Reproductive Technologies ....(Part ) 75

Address by
Dr. Abdul Rahman A. Al-Awadi

President of the Islamic Organization for Medical Sciences,
Kuwait

Dr. Ahmed Nazif, Prime Minister of Egypt,

Dr. Mohamed Sayed Tantawi, the Grand Imam,
His Holiness Pope Shenouda,

Dear Ministers and scientists,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to welcome you all in Egypt, the heart of the Arab
world, and in this international conference held under the sponsorship
of the four organizations. This conference is one of several conferences
held by the IOMS. It derives its special importance, however, from the
type of participants attending the conference as well as from the
nature of the scientific material and its importance for both the present
and future of humankind.

Its participants are representatives of the revealed religions, or
venerable secularists. This is the first time that the IOMS holds a
conference for such a unique and distinguished gathering. Moreover,
the topic of the symposium is particularly important as it has to do
with mans existence, and also because it will impact political decisions
in nuUMerous ways.

A clear message is being sent to decision makers in politics. The
message is that people must take part in shaping their destiny. If
scientists work day and night seeking knowledge in order to relieve the
pains of the sick, and to provide cheap, safe, and effective medication
for them. If they are trying to provide food that would keep them
alive, and clothes to protect them from the cold in winter and the heat
in summer. If scientists are trying to provide clean potable water for
them, they are doing this in order to accomplish the main aim for
which governments finance research from the money of the people.
People want to see their hopes fulfilled and want to prevent scientific
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achievements from falling into the hands of bad people who would use
them for evil purposes instead of using them to do good. They want
to prevent them from turning these achievements into means for
human destruction.

I am afraid lest the voice of wisdom be replaced by the sound of
bomb explosions, canon, airplanes, and weapons of mass destruction
which would reap the souls of the poor. the sick, the old, children and
widows.

Let us while we are gathered today raise our voices and call for
people to stand together, and for the voice of wisdom to return, so
that justice, love, and mercy prevail among all the peoples of the
world.

If we are gathered here today in order to study the effects of the
scientific achievements made in the second half of the previous century
which made man the center of research, studies and applications, the
twentieth century is certainly going to witness a much wider applica-
tion of medical biotechnology.

Our meeting today is for the sake of good. Although we are
followers of revealed religions and of secularism, and although there
may be some differences between our beliefs, yet we all took the
trouble of traveling from one end of the earth to the other for a noble
aim which is protecting human beings and making their lives sacred;
protecting their dignity and securing for them the greatest happiness
and wellbeing. We are guarding against the misuse of medical
biotechnology in a manner that would harm man who is Gods
successor on earth. Every person in this auditorium has a veto which
he will use the moment he senses even the slightest possibility for
abusing man or destroying the sanctity of human life. Any such
violation will be refused immediately.

This conference is looking for good and guarding against evil. If
we imagine an opposite situation where a group of people have
gathered in order to study the same topic, but with evil aims and
intentions. If this imaginary group were trying to use this progress in
order to destroy the world, then the face of science would become
dark, for it would be the source of deadly weapons which would
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destroy humankind. Over the course of history, it has been made
amply clear that science has potentials for both good and evil.
Whichever face you seek, you are going to find.

We have selected the topic of this conference with the utmost care
as it represents a breakthrough which places man under the scientific
microscope and attempts to study his components one by one.
Heredity, genetic engineering, reproduction technology, and cloning
have just broken into mans life. Some of them are, in fact, quite
promising, and could lead to overcoming many of the problems which
humanity faces. However, the problem is that these achievements may
fall into the hands of weak souls who would use them for evil
purposes.

We are facing dangers which threaten humanity and place man in
jeopardy, especially that we are dealing with the issue of heredity. No
one can predict what the results may be, for they may not appear right
away, but may take some time. They could be destructive for the next
generation or the one following it. If this happens, our own generation
will be held responsible for this harm. We would all like our children
to be smart, tall, and stunningly beautiful, but what if the reverse
happens? Would it be the fault of the newborn baby? We would all be
guilty, for he did not ask for any genetic change or improvement. No
one asked his opinion, so who would be responsible?

We are in a new age of eugenics. Eugenics failed in the past when
they were sponsored by fascist governments. Today, however such
medical technologies will be within the reach of any family. Or is it
going to be available only to the rich and not the poor? Are the rich
going to use it as a tool to get rid of the poor? If cloning were
permitted and a baby came to life by whatever means, official or
unofficial, and he was the result of two of his fathers or of a husband
and a wife, has anyone asked the baby if he would like to come to the
world using this biological technique? If the nucleus was taken from
the father, then who would be the father, the father or the twin? What
would his relationship with his parents and society be like? How would
society regard him? Would he be stigmatized?
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These are just some of the problems, the research papers have
many more, and we will discuss them together.

It would be quite naive and superficial to regard man as a group
of systems and organs, and to try to fix one of them if something goes
wrong with it. Such a view would be erroneous, for a human being is
not just a body; he is also soul, heart, and mind. All these work
together, and if one of them suffers, the rest also suffer. A human
being is not an inanimate being, or a machine. He has feelings of love
and hatred, is a mixture of good and evil. How could we fix each of
these when we do not know what it is and we do not know the factors
which influence it.

This is why believers in religions, philosophers, sociologists,
psychologists, and economists sensed the need to study all the dangers
inherent in these technologies to come up with a scientific way to
control studies and research and to guide them to the right path. By
doing so the desire for knowledge would not override everything else
and transform science into a giant that would enslave us.

We must control this giant, or else humanity will pay dearly for it,
just as it did once before when the atomic bombs which were thrown
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in World War II. These atomic bombs
represented at that time the height of technological achievement, and
it was expected that they would bring great good. However, science
fell into sin.

Today we are considering means of guiding these sciences to a
normal course. This can only happen if we use good morals. Everyone
here will try to present the opinions which he holds. Believers in
religion will use sources which come from God, and will consider that
i their efforts are for the sake of God, then they will be doing good,
and if they are for the sake of the devil, then they will be evil. Let me
speak a little about Islam and tell you that the prophet, peace be upon
him, said that he came in order to complete moral principles. In the
Quran, God commends the prophet’s excellent morals and says that he
was sent as a mercy to all people.

God ordered us in the Quran to believe in Him, His angels, His
books, and His messengers “The Messenger believeth in what hath
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been revealed to him from his lord, as do the men of faith. Each one
(of them) believeth in Allah, His angels, His books, and His
Messengers. “We make no distinction (they say) between one and
another”. (Al Bagarah 285). Then he cautions us and orders us by
saying “Say: “O People of the book! Come to common terms as
between us and you: That we worship none but Allah”(Ali Imran 64).
Then he orders us to argue all matters in a polite fashion “And argue
with them in ways that are best and most gracious”(Al Nahl 125). All
these are means of urging us to have constructive discussions so that
Jove and peace would prevail and all people would enjoy happiness
“To you be your way and to me mine” (Al Kafirun 6). The Quran
makes clear the high status that man enjoys with God, for he is
preferred to all other creatures “We have honoured the sons of Adam;
provided them with transport on land and sea; given them for
sustenance things good and pure” (Al Isra 70). God points out that
He created man in the best image and ordered the angels to kneel
before him. He also taught him all the names and ordered him to tell
them to the angels, and when he told them their names, God said I
know what you do not know.

Religions are characterized by dividing deeds into permissible ones
and forbidden ones. Permissible deeds are good ones, while evil deeds
are forbidden. This is made quite clear so that no one would try to
make what is permissible forbidden, or what is forbidden permissible.

This is the case with all religions, and therefore we find that the
followers of these religions are convinced that morals come from God.
He is the one who sent them to us through His Messengers and
prophets and we have to follow them. Secularism, on the other hand,
makes history and reason the sources of its theories. These human
interpretations may be right or wrong, especially that in the field of
medical biology, it is not possible to predict the future. Alcoholism,
smoking, and unbridled freedom are all forms of human interpreta-
tions. Aids and the rise in abortion rates among the unmarried are the
result of unbridled freedom. This is due to the fact that secularist
postulations and philosophies are based on the principle of utility,
which I personally find opportunistic. Maximizing pleasure, happiness,
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and material gains all focus on the present moment. However, the
losses which might ensue from such behavior in the future could be
much greater especially in the area of medical biotechnology. Human
interpretations in the field of morals and ethics are influenced by
personal beliefs and understanding and also by the circumstances of
those who have set these theories. They may be easily influenced by
political or economic pressure, or by personal whims.

Does human history support any of these trends? This is what we
will find out in the coming few days.

Before I leave the podium, I will suggest on the basis of my simple
vision and my long experience that this dialogue continue in order to
study all the new results which might appear.

I also think that we are in need of an international moral
organization that would clarify both the positive and negative effects
of medical biotechnology, particularly in the Third World in order to
protect its inhabitants from biotechnology companies which we can
expect to operate in the third world where there is no organization or
control and where the value of the human being is held in less esteem
than in the West.

Before I close, I would like to thank our colleagues in WHO,
ISISCO, and CIOMS for participating with us in this important
international conference, and for their constructive contributions in
facilitating this conference.

I would also like to seize this opportunity to thank ISISCO for
first coming up with this idea last year. Due to the importance of the
idea and the need for examining and highlighting its different aspects,
we decided last year to continue our discussions in this conference.

I would also like to offer my deepest thanks and my gratitude to
the hospitable Egyptian people and to President Mohamed Hosni
Mubarak and Dr. Ahmed Nazif, the Prime minister of Egypt who
kindly sponsored this conference because he believes in the importance
of bringing all people and religions together in our cosmic village.

I would also like to extend my thanks to our brothers in the
secretariat and the executive committee of the organization for their
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support of the activities of the organization and their keenness on
discussing them and providing useful and helpful suggestions.

To my sons and brothers in the secretariat of the IOMS and
particularly Dr. Ali Al Seif, I offer my thanks for their indefatigable
efforts and the perseverance they excercised in order to complete all
the tasks they were assigned in the best possible fashion. I offer each
and every one of them in my name and on your behalf profound
thanks and deepest regard. May God reward them for their sincere
efforts.






Human Genetic and Reproductive Technologies ....(Part I) 83

=

ﬂ\

REFLECTION ON CIOMS-IOMS
INTERACTIONS

Dr. John H. Bryant
USA.







Human Genetic and Reproductive Technologies ....(Part I) 85

Reflection on CIOMS-IOMS Interactions

Dr. John H. Bryant
US.A.




86 Dr. John H. Bryant




Human Genetic and Reproductive Technologies ....(Part I) 87







Human Genetic and Reproductive Technologies ....(Part I) 89

F

REPORT ABOUT THE SEMINAR
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