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Japan’s elderly turn to life of crime to ease cost of living

Prison provides free board. lodgings and healthcare for

hard-up pensioners
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Crime figures show that about 35 per cent of

shoplifting offences are committed by people over 60.
Within that age bracket¢ 40 per cent of repeat offenders
have committed the same crime more than six times...

There 1s good reason¢ concludes a report¢ to suspect

(1) Financial Times MARCH 27. 2016 by: Leo Lewis in Tokyo (https://
www.ft.com/content/fbd435a6- f3d7-11e5-803c-d27¢7117d132)
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that the shoplifting crime wave in particular represents
an attempt by those convicted to end up in prison — an
institution that offers free food¢ accommodation and
healthcare..... Even the theft of a Y200 sandwich can earn
a two-year prison sentence¢ say academics¢ at an Y8.4m
cost to the state...

Akio Doteuchi« aseniorresearcher on social development
at the NLI Research Institute in Tokyo« expects the ratio of
repeat offenders to continue rising. «The social situation
in Japan has forced the elderly into the need to commit
crime«» he says. «The ratio of people who receive public
assistance is highest since the end of the war. About 40 per
cent of the elderly live alone. It’s a vicious circle. They
leave prison¢ they don’t have money or family so they turn
immediately to crime.»
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